Chapter XVI
AUSTRIA, THE COUNTRY THAT WAS AN EMPIRE
I HE present Republic of Austria has 6,500,000 inhabitants, and
2,000,000 of these live in the capital city of Vienna. As a result of
this extraordinary arrangement the country is top-heavy, and the
marvellous old town on the Danube (which river is a muddy grey
and not at all as blue as the famous waltz might make you expect)
is slowly degenerating into a dead city where disheartened old men
and women wander aimlessly among the ruins of their former
glory, while members of the younger generation have fled abroad
to start a new existence amid happier surroundings, or have com-
mitted suicide because life at home was intolerable. Within
another hundred years the gay city of Vienna (one of the few
cities where the people seemed to be really happy, if often in a sort
of childish and careless way), that old, important centre of science
and medicine and the arts, will have become a second Venice.
From being a capital of an empire containing more than
50,000,000 people it has become a mere village, dependent upon
the tourist traffic and what little importance it retains as a port of
call for the boats that carry the products of Bohemia and Bavaria
to Rumania and to the Black Sea.
At present the geography of the ancient Danube monarchy (this
name, by which Austria was formerly known, expressed the true
nature of the country about as well as anything could do) is
extremely complicated, for it has been hacked to pieces in such an
arbitrary fashion as to be almost unrecognizable. But the former
dual monarchy of Austria-Hungary was a perfect example of how
natural conditions will influence the formation of strong central-
ized States. Forget all about frontiers for a moment and look at
the map of this region, which was situated almost in the very
heart of the European continent, as far away from the toe of
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